Psychological aspects of dialysis: a semantic differential study.
As a consequence of technological advances over the last 15 years, patients suffering from terminal renal failure are now being kept alive for considerable periods of time, either by renal haemodialysis or, where appropriate and possible, by renal transplantation. The former necessarily imposes restrictions on the patients' lives which may be manifest at various levels. The basic aim of the study to be reported was to conduct an exploratory investigation of the psychological impact of dialysis on such patients, together with some of the factors that may influence their reactions to it. Using a Semantic Differential technique, 21 patients on dialysis were compared with a group of 21 healthy control subjects in terms of the personal meaning of selected concepts. Both groups were then subdivided on the basis of age, sex and, in the case of the patients, in terms of length of time on dialysis. Subgroup comparisons were then conducted. The findings suggest various hypotheses which have both theoretical and clinical implications.